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Fadeto Black

It may secm Cxlravagant o some CUsom
burvers, but the home theater quickly is becom-
ing an integral par of flooplans in many
upscale residences. Oli Gulyas of Acoustic
Designs offers a simple explanation.

“People design this room as an escape,” he
savs. "With all the stress in life these days, they
like to retreat into o totally different environ-

ment, wrn on a mevie and get lost in the an
formwithout the distractions of the refrigerator
turning on or the wiephone ringing. People
expect the home theater to be an escape from
reality.”

Butwhat abour the price tag of this new e
Fprienr amenity? surprisingly, it may he more
affordable than you think,

In addition o the cost per square foot o
build the racm, a standard 96 x3d-inch screen
and projector, for instance, averages arcuncd
S12,000. Put in perspective, that's aboul the
cost of a year of wition at some of San
AROnic's most expensive private schools, IF
vou consider the room as a long-tenm invest-
ment, the price per vear can be reasonable.

Elaborate accessories, of course, can maore
than double the cost, High-definition screens
and surround-sound are two extras that often
arg added, followed by siadiumestyvle larpe
leather chiairs with buili-in cup holders, fiber-
optic ceiling lights thar emulace stars, and radi-
tional theater decorstions that  include
engraved wall sconces, heavy draperies anc
classic movie posters. Some even throw in g
poppeorn cait for good measore,

“This set-up is meant to be an enviromment
for the Faithful reproduction of going to the
movies,” Gulvas says. “Typically, such a room
wonld be abour $25,000.7

That price may scem exorbitant 1o some,
and rather than build a home theater, another
option for techno-savvy movie buffs s
o creare a more media-oriented Great Room,
a choice affordable o most custom-home
buyers. »

TOR According to Charissa Sipp of Charissa
Seipp Interiors, color has hesn incorporatad
into everything as well as metallics, Photo
courtesy of Charissa S2ipp Interiors.

LEFT Large movie/ media theaters are
becorming integral in new homes, Photo

courtesy of Accustic Designs.

OPPOSITE The dramatic entry was crested by
Tedd Glowka Builders, which also provided
this phato.
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